“Why do People do what they do”?

Text- “Thank-you, M’am” by Langston Hughes

Introduction:  We have been working with the concepts of Choices and Consequences.  Think for a moment about what these terms mean to you.  Discuss this at your table.

Our Essential Question for today is “Why Do People Do What They Do”?   Ask participants what they think about why people do what they do.       

(Record group responses).  

First Read:  Read the first paragraph orally in order to pull students into the reading.  Have them continue to read the passage silently reading for general understanding.

Producing Text:  Have students do a 5-minutes Quick Write about what the story is about.  

Responding to Text:  Have students talk with a partner about what the story is about.  

Understanding Text, Responding to Text, Producing Text: Ask everyone to draw a line down the middle of a piece of paper and then reread the text with the purpose of identifying what they consider (at least 3) Significant Moments in the story.  Record those in the left column and in the right column cite evidence from text for each moment.  

Understanding Text, Responding to Text: Ask everyone at the table to share one of their significant moments explaining why it is significant 

Responding to Text:  Ask each table to report out One Significant Moment (with evidence) that was discussed at the table.

Understanding Text:  Post a provocative questions:  (Did Mrs. Jones change Roger?)  Allow people time to think and then ask whole group for responses.  Support your opinion with evidence from the text.
Critiquing Text:  Ask everyone to reread the text and consider (1) the choices the author made when writing this text and (2) how those choices impact the meaning and influence the reader’s impressions of the events and characters.  
Understanding Text, Responding to Text:  Go back to the original, pre-reading guiding question (Why Do People Do What They Do?) and see if anyone would like to add anything new to the chart.  

